68            THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
For revision purposes, the measurements in 117 villages and the classification of soils in 111 were found sufficiently accurate to "be confirmed. In three villages the measurements were made over again in consequence of errors being discovered, and in three more on account of changes through the action of the river, and of Survey fields having been appropriated to building and railway purposes. Errors were found in the original classification sufficiently large to condemn it in four villages, and portions of three others ; whilst four more had to be re-classified owing to changes in Survey fields, as in the case of the re-measured villages. Special assessment, varying according to subsoil water advantages, has been substituted for existing assessment on wells, and special extra assessment has been imposed on lands which are irrigable from wells on the river bank that have an unfailing supply of sweet water. Extra rates have also been put on rice lands tinder a small irrigation work in the neighbourhood of Ahmadabad,. carried out at the expense of the State.
The Taluka has benefited greatly since the settlement of I860,, from the marked rise in the value of agricultural produce and the establishment of railway communication, which has tended to constitute the town of Ahmadabad the largest market in the Province of Gujarat. Its progress has not been so marked as that of Viraragam, there having been less room for expansion in it than in the latter comparatively more backward Taluka. It has, however, been substantial, as shown by the population having increased by 25 per cent., tiled houses by 26'8 (accompanied by a diminution of 6 per cent, in thatched houses), carts by 16'5, and ploughs by 21*3 per cent. The increase in the number of agricultural cattle by 4 per cent, points to more thorough cultivation, whilst the diminution in cattle of other kinds, and sheep and goats, is no doubt due to contraction of area of pasturage. The difference between the area of land in occupation in 1860 and in 1887-88, which amounted to 27,540 acres, or 27*7 per cent., has kept pace with the increase in population and houses, whilst the sinking of 740 new wells, and the repairing of 1,570 formerly in bad order, show that agricultural capital is being invested in tho soil, for which the existence of subsoil water in unlimited quantities and within a reasonable depth of the surface affords ample scope. A